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Washtenaw Community College Comprehensive Report

ENG 211 American Literature I - Before 1900
Effective Term: Spring/Summer 2020

Course Cover
Division: Humanities, Social and Behavioral Sciences
Department: English & College Readiness
Discipline: English
Course Number: 211
Org Number: 11300
Full Course Title: American Literature I - Before 1900
Transcript Title: American Lit I - Before 1900
Is Consultation with other department(s) required: No
Publish in the Following: College Catalog , Time Schedule , Web Page
Reason for Submission: Three Year Review / Assessment Report
Change Information:

Consultation with all departments affected by this course is required.
Outcomes/Assessment
Objectives/Evaluation

Rationale: As a follow-up to the English 211 Assessment report last Winter semester, several changes
are required.
Proposed Start Semester: Winter 2020
Course Description: In this course, students will explore literary works of the U.S. from the 17th
century to 1900. Students will examine literary techniques, vocabulary and features significant to early
American works written before 1900. Throughout the course, students will assess period works using
literary vocabulary and applying critical thinking skills. Authors covered in the course could include
figures such as Walt Whitman, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Henry David Thoreau.

Course Credit Hours
Variable hours: No
Credits: 3
Lecture Hours: Instructor: 45 Student: 45
Lab: Instructor: 0 Student: 0
Clinical: Instructor: 0 Student: 0

Total Contact Hours: Instructor: 45 Student: 45
Repeatable for Credit: NO
Grading Methods: Letter Grades
Audit
Are lectures, labs, or clinicals offered as separate sections?: NO (same sections)

College-Level Reading and Writing
College-level Reading & Writing

College-Level Math
No Level Required

Requisites
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General Education
MACRAO
 MACRAO Humanities
General Education Area 6 - Arts and Humanities
 Assoc in Applied Sci - Area 6
 Assoc in Science - Area 6
 Assoc in Arts - Area 6
Michigan Transfer Agreement - MTA
 MTA Humanities

Request Course Transfer
Proposed For:

Student Learning Outcomes

1. Identify major genres, themes, and techniques in selected literary work(s).
Assessment 1

Assessment Tool: Formal, analytical, literary essay based on selected course readings.
Assessment Date: Winter 2022
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All
Number students to be assessed: All enrolled students will be assessed
How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 70% of these students will score 70% or
better
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental Faculty

2. Use literary vocabulary to analyze U.S. literature in an academic essay.
Assessment 1

Assessment Tool: Formal, analytical, literary essay based on selected course readings.
Assessment Date: Winter 2022
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All
Number students to be assessed: All enrolled students will be assessed
How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 70% of these students will score 70% or
better
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty

3. Apply critical thinking skills of observation, explanation and interpretation to evaluate U.S. literature.
Assessment 1

Assessment Tool: Formal, analytical, literary essay based on selected course readings.
Assessment Date: Winter 2022
Assessment Cycle: Every Three Years
Course section(s)/other population: All
Number students to be assessed: All enrolled students will be assessed
How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed rubric
Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 70% of these students will score 70% or
better
Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty

Course Objectives
1. Recognize major literary genres such as poetry, drama, prose, fiction and non-fiction.
2. Identify common literary techniques such as the use of metaphorical tropes, symbolism, conflict,

irony, foreshadowing, building suspense, and creating a meaningful conclusion.
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3. Identify and critically analyze themes from the readings that inform the variety and nature of human
experience.

4. Correctly use literary vocabulary in an academic essay such as the terms protagonist, antagonist,
denouement, conclusion, theme, metaphor, and characterization.

5. Comment thoughtfully on the layers of meaning involved in understanding a particular piece of
literature.

6. Correctly quote and paraphrase from a literary work, with appropriate citation within the paper.
7. Write a standard academic essay, including a well-written thesis statement, strong supporting

arguments for that thesis, a meaningful conclusion, and a correctly cited page of sources referred to in
a particular piece of literature.

8. Identify significant features of an American literary work written before 1900 in a standard academic
essay.

9. Support an interpretation of an early American literary work in an academic essay.

New Resources for Course

Course Textbooks/Resources
Textbooks
Manuals
Periodicals
Software

Equipment/Facilities
Level III classroom

Reviewer     Action Date
Faculty Preparer:   
Maryam Barrie     Faculty Preparer Sep 10, 2019 
Department Chair/Area Director:   
Carrie Krantz     Recommend Approval Sep 11, 2019 
Dean:   
Scott Britten     Recommend Approval Sep 18, 2019 
Curriculum Committee Chair:   
Lisa Veasey     Recommend Approval Oct 31, 2019 
Assessment Committee Chair:   
Shawn Deron     Recommend Approval Nov 08, 2019 
Vice President for Instruction:   
Kimberly Hurns     Approve Nov 08, 2019 
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