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Course Assessment Report
Washtenaw Community College
Discipline Course Number Title

Academic Skills 105 ACS 105 07/12/2013-
Advanced Vocabulary

Division Department Faculty Preparer
Humanities, Social and
Behavioral Sciences Academic Skills Denise Crudup

Date of Last Filed Assessment Report

I. Assessment Results per Student Learning Outcome

Outcome 1: Demonstrate improvement in the use of Latin and Greek prefixes, suffices, and roots to
help determine meaning.

Assessment Plan
Assessment Tool: Departmentally-developed pre- and post-test

Assessment Date: Winter 2011

Course section(s)/other population: All sections with a maximum of up to 100 students.
Currently offer one section per semester.

Number students to be assessed: All students up to 100

How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed scoring keys for pre- and
post-test

Standard of success to be used for this assessment: The standard of success will be an
increase of 30% improvement from the pre- to post-test.

Who will score and analyze the data: The department chair and faculty member currently
teaching the course will score and analyze the data.

1. Indicate the Semester(s) and year(s) assessment data were collected for this report.

Fall (indicate years below) Winter (indicate years
below) SP/SU (indicate years below)

 2012  

2. Provide assessment sample size data in the table below.
# of students enrolled # of students assessed
26 16

3. If the number of students assessed differs from the number of students enrolled, please
explain why all enrolled students were not assessed, e.g. absence, withdrawal, or did not
complete activity.

Twenty-six students were enrolled in the course

Sixteen students completed the course

Four students either withdrew or were faculty withdrawn

Six students did not complete the course (discontinued participation in the
course)

4. Describe how students from all populations (day students on campus, DL, MM, evening,
extension center sites, etc.) were included in the assessment based on your selection criteria.
Not Applicable

5. Describe the process used to assess this outcome. Include a brief description of this tool and
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how it was scored.
The original assessment plan stated that we would assess the students using a pre-
test and a post-test.  The practice has changed. A cumulative final exam was created
to assess the student learning outcomes.

6. Briefly describe assessment results based on data collected for this outcome and tool during the
course assessment. Discuss the extent to which students achieved this learning outcome and
indicate whether the standard of success was met for this outcome and tool.
Met Standard of Success: Yes
The original standard of success was based on improvement between pre-test and
post-test.  Using the cumulative final exam as the assessment tool requires that the
standard of success change. We chose to use a standard of success that 80% of the
students would score 74% (C) or better.  The standard of success was met for this
tool. Fourteen students (87.5%) successfully passed the cumulative exam with a
score range from an "A" (99%) to a "C" (74%); two students did not pass the
cumulative final exam.

7. Based on your interpretation of the assessment results, describe the areas of strength in
student achievement of this learning outcome.
Based on this assessment, students met the standard of success.

8. Based on your analysis of student performance, discuss the areas in which student achievement
of this learning outcome could be improved. If student met standard of success, you may wish
to identify your plans for continuous improvement.
Currently, there are no plans for continuous improvement.  Due to low enrollment,
this course has not been offered in the last few semesters. It is unlikely that this
course will be offered in subsequent semesters.

Outcome 2: Expand the use of context clues to better define unfamiliar words.

Assessment Plan
Assessment Tool: Departmentally-developed pre- and post-test.

Assessment Date: Winter 2011

Course section(s)/other population: All sections with a maximum of up to 100 students.
Currently offer one section per semester.

Number students to be assessed: All students up to 100.

How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed scoring keys for pre- and
post-test.

Standard of success to be used for this assessment: The standard of success will be an
increase of 30% improvement from the pre- to the post-test.

Who will score and analyze the data: The department chair and faculty member currently
teaching the course will score and analyze the data.

1. Indicate the Semester(s) and year(s) assessment data were collected for this report.

Fall (indicate years below) Winter (indicate years
below) SP/SU (indicate years below)

 2012  

2. Provide assessment sample size data in the table below.
# of students enrolled # of students assessed
26 16
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3. If the number of students assessed differs from the number of students enrolled, please
explain why all enrolled students were not assessed, e.g. absence, withdrawal, or did not
complete activity.

Twenty-six students were enrolled in the course

Sixteen students completed the course

Four students either withdrew or were faculty withdrawn

Six students did not complete the course (discontinued participation in the
course)

4. Describe how students from all populations (day students on campus, DL, MM, evening,
extension center sites, etc.) were included in the assessment based on your selection criteria.
Not applicable

5. Describe the process used to assess this outcome. Include a brief description of this tool and
how it was scored.
The original assessment plan called for a pre-test and a post-test. That practice has
changed. A cumulative final was created to assess the student learning outcomes.

6. Briefly describe assessment results based on data collected for this outcome and tool during the
course assessment. Discuss the extent to which students achieved this learning outcome and
indicate whether the standard of success was met for this outcome and tool.
Met Standard of Success: Yes
The original standard of success was based on improvement between pre-test and
post-test.  Using the cumulative final exam as the assessment tool requires that the
standard of success change. We chose to use a standard of success that 80% of the
students would score 74% (C) or better.  The standard of success was met for this
tool. Fourteen students (87.5%) successfully passed the cumulative exam with a
score range from an "A" (99%) to a "C" (74%); two students did not pass the
cumulative exam.

7. Based on your interpretation of the assessment results, describe the areas of strength in
student achievement of this learning outcome.
Based on this assessment, the students met the standard of success.

8. Based on your analysis of student performance, discuss the areas in which student achievement
of this learning outcome could be improved. If student met standard of success, you may wish
to identify your plans for continuous improvement.
Currently, there are no plans for continuous improvement. Due to low enrollment,
this course has not been offered in the last few semesters. It is unlikely that this
course will be offered in subsequent semesters.

Outcome 3: Use dictionary skills on and off-line to help expand and improve vocabulary.

Assessment Plan
Assessment Tool: Departmentally-developed pre- and post-test.

Assessment Date: Winter 2011

Course section(s)/other population: All sections with a maximum of up to 100 students.
Currently offer one section per semester.

Number students to be assessed: All students up to 100.

How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed scoring key for pre- and
post-test.
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Standard of success to be used for this assessment: The standard of success will be an
increase of 30% improvement from the pre- to post-test.

Who will score and analyze the data: The department head and faculty member currently
teaching the course will score and analyze the data.

1. Indicate the Semester(s) and year(s) assessment data were collected for this report.

Fall (indicate years below) Winter (indicate years
below) SP/SU (indicate years below)

 2012  

2. Provide assessment sample size data in the table below.
# of students enrolled # of students assessed
26 16

3. If the number of students assessed differs from the number of students enrolled, please
explain why all enrolled students were not assessed, e.g. absence, withdrawal, or did not
complete activity.

Twenty-six students were enrolled in the course

Sixteen students completed the course

Four students either withdrew or were faculty withdrawn

Six students did not complete the course (discontinued participation in the
course)

4. Describe how students from all populations (day students on campus, DL, MM, evening,
extension center sites, etc.) were included in the assessment based on your selection criteria.
Not applicable

5. Describe the process used to assess this outcome. Include a brief description of this tool and
how it was scored.
The original assessment plan called for the use of a pre-test and a post-test. That
practice has changed. The tool used to assess this outcome were worksheets titled
"Dictionary Use."  This tool was manually graded by the course's instructor of record.

6. Briefly describe assessment results based on data collected for this outcome and tool during the
course assessment. Discuss the extent to which students achieved this learning outcome and
indicate whether the standard of success was met for this outcome and tool.
Met Standard of Success: Yes
The original standard of success was based on improvement between pre-test and
post-test.  Using the cumulative final exam as the assessment tool requires that the
standard of success change. We chose to use a standard of success that 80% of the
students would score 74% (C) or better.  All actively enrolled students were assessed
with 100% of the students successfully completing the assignment with score ranges
from an "A" (100%) to a "B-" (81%)

7. Based on your interpretation of the assessment results, describe the areas of strength in
student achievement of this learning outcome.
Based on the assessment tool, students met the standard for success.

8. Based on your analysis of student performance, discuss the areas in which student achievement
of this learning outcome could be improved. If student met standard of success, you may wish
to identify your plans for continuous improvement.
Currently, there are no plans for continuous improvement. Due to low enrollment,
this course has not been offered in the last few semesters. It is unlikely that this
course will be offered in subsequent semesters.
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Outcome 4: Increase recognition of terminology within specialized fields.

Assessment Plan
Assessment Tool: Departmentally-developed pre- and post- test.

Assessment Date: Winter 2011

Course section(s)/other population: All sections with a maximum of up to 100 students.
Currently offer one section per semester.

Number students to be assessed: All students up to 100.

How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed scoring keys for pre- and
post-test.

Standard of success to be used for this assessment: The standard of success will be an
increase of 30% improvement from the pre- to post-test.

Who will score and analyze the data: The department chair and faculty member currently
teaching the course will score and analyze the data.

1. Indicate the Semester(s) and year(s) assessment data were collected for this report.

Fall (indicate years below) Winter (indicate years
below) SP/SU (indicate years below)

 2012  

2. Provide assessment sample size data in the table below.
# of students enrolled # of students assessed
26 16

3. If the number of students assessed differs from the number of students enrolled, please
explain why all enrolled students were not assessed, e.g. absence, withdrawal, or did not
complete activity.

Twenty-six students were enrolled in the course

Sixteen students completed the course

Four students either withdrew or were faculty withdrawn

Six students did not complete the course (discontinued participation in the
course)

4. Describe how students from all populations (day students on campus, DL, MM, evening,
extension center sites, etc.) were included in the assessment based on your selection criteria.
Not applicable

5. Describe the process used to assess this outcome. Include a brief description of this tool and
how it was scored.
The original assessment plan called for the use of a pre-test and a post-test. That
practice has changed. A cumulative final exam was created to assess the student
learning outcomes.

6. Briefly describe assessment results based on data collected for this outcome and tool during the
course assessment. Discuss the extent to which students achieved this learning outcome and
indicate whether the standard of success was met for this outcome and tool.
Met Standard of Success: Yes
The original standard of success was based on improvement between pre-test and
post-test.  Using the cumulative final exam as the assessment tool requires that the
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standard of success change. We chose to use a standard of success that 80% of the
students would score 74% (C) or better.  Students were evaluated using the
cumulative final exam which contained a random sample of the vocabulary studied
throughout the semester. Of the actively enrolled students, 88% successfully passed
the final exam with a score of 74% or higher.

7. Based on your interpretation of the assessment results, describe the areas of strength in
student achievement of this learning outcome.
The goal of the textbook used for ACS 105, The World of Words, is to develop
vocabulary for academic disciplines and terminology for specialized professional
fields, such as computer science. Successfully passing of periodic chapter tests (with
grades of 72% or higher) and/or successfully passing of the cumulative final exam
(with grades of 72% or higher) was the process used to assess this outcome. 

Both chapter tests and the cumulative final exam were a combination of objective
(multiple choice and matching) questions as well as subjective (short answer)
questions.

Since fourteen students (87.5%) successfully passed the cumulative exam with a
score range from an "A" (99%) to a "C" (74%); two students did not pass the
cumulative final exam. The standard of success was met for this tool.

8. Based on your analysis of student performance, discuss the areas in which student achievement
of this learning outcome could be improved. If student met standard of success, you may wish
to identify your plans for continuous improvement.
Currently, there are no plans for continuous improvement. Due to low enrollment,
this course has not been offered in the last few semesters. It is unlikely that this
course will be offered in subsequent semesters.

Outcome 5: Use pronunciation skills to improve word recognition and spelling.

Assessment Plan
Assessment Tool: Departmentally-developed pre- and post-test.

Assessment Date: Winter 2011

Course section(s)/other population: All sections with a maximum of up to 100 students.
Currently offer one section per semester.

Number students to be assessed: All students up to 100.

How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed scoring keys for pre- and
post-test.

Standard of success to be used for this assessment: The standard of success will be an
increase of 30% improvement from the pre- to the post-test.

Who will score and analyze the data: The department chair and faculty member currently
teaching the course will score and analyze the data.

1. Indicate the Semester(s) and year(s) assessment data were collected for this report.

Fall (indicate years below) Winter (indicate years
below) SP/SU (indicate years below)

 2012  

2. Provide assessment sample size data in the table below.
# of students enrolled # of students assessed
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26 16

3. If the number of students assessed differs from the number of students enrolled, please
explain why all enrolled students were not assessed, e.g. absence, withdrawal, or did not
complete activity.

Twenty-six students were enrolled in the course

Sixteen students completed the course

Four students either withdrew or were faculty withdrawn

Six students did not complete the course (discontinued participation in the
course)

4. Describe how students from all populations (day students on campus, DL, MM, evening,
extension center sites, etc.) were included in the assessment based on your selection criteria.
Not applicable

5. Describe the process used to assess this outcome. Include a brief description of this tool and
how it was scored.
This outcome was not assessed on the cumulative final exam. Students practiced
their pronunciation skills throughout the semester when reading chapter exercises
and passages aloud during the class sessions.

6. Briefly describe assessment results based on data collected for this outcome and tool during the
course assessment. Discuss the extent to which students achieved this learning outcome and
indicate whether the standard of success was met for this outcome and tool.
Met Standard of Success: Yes
Actively enrolled students participated during class sessions which received in-class
participation points.

7. Based on your interpretation of the assessment results, describe the areas of strength in
student achievement of this learning outcome.
Although word recognition and spelling were assessed on assignments, chapter tests,
and on the cumulative final exam, students’ pronunciation skills were not formally
assessed. Unlike ESL and other foreign language course offerings, there was not an
oral examination component incorporated in ACS 105. Therefore, this outcome was
not assessed using a pre-/post-test, on chapter tests, nor on the cumulative final
exam.

Students were taught how to improve their pronunciation skills by to learning the
correct pronunciation of the Latin and Greek word parts (Outcome #1) and learning
how to use the dictionary pronunciation key (Outcome #3). Students practiced their
pronunciation skills throughout the semester when reading chapter exercises and
passages aloud during the class sessions.

8. Based on your analysis of student performance, discuss the areas in which student achievement
of this learning outcome could be improved. If student met standard of success, you may wish
to identify your plans for continuous improvement.
Currently, there are no plans for continuous improvement. Due to low enrollment,
this course has not been offered in the last few semesters. It is unlikely that this
course will be offered in subsequent semesters.

Outcome 6: Demonstrate improvement in the identification of idiomatic speech in the English
language.
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Assessment Plan
Assessment Tool: Departmentally-developed pre- and post-test.

Assessment Date: Winter 2011

Course section(s)/other population: All sections with a maximum of up to 100 students.
Currently offer one section per semester.

Number students to be assessed: All students up to 100.

How the assessment will be scored: Departmentally-developed scoring keys for pre- and
post-test.

Standard of success to be used for this assessment: The standard of success will be an
increase of 30% improvement from pre- to post-test.

Who will score and analyze the data: The department chair and faculty member currently
teaching the course will score and analyze the data.

1. Indicate the Semester(s) and year(s) assessment data were collected for this report.

Fall (indicate years below) Winter (indicate years
below) SP/SU (indicate years below)

 2012  

2. Provide assessment sample size data in the table below.
# of students enrolled # of students assessed
26 16

3. If the number of students assessed differs from the number of students enrolled, please
explain why all enrolled students were not assessed, e.g. absence, withdrawal, or did not
complete activity.

Twenty-six students were enrolled in the course

Sixteen students completed the course

Four students either withdrew or were faculty withdrawn

Six students did not complete the course (discontinued participation in the
course)

4. Describe how students from all populations (day students on campus, DL, MM, evening,
extension center sites, etc.) were included in the assessment based on your selection criteria.
Not applicable

5. Describe the process used to assess this outcome. Include a brief description of this tool and
how it was scored.
The original assessment plan called for the use of a pre-test and a post-test. This
practice was changed. This outcome was assessed on the cumulative final exam.

6. Briefly describe assessment results based on data collected for this outcome and tool during the
course assessment. Discuss the extent to which students achieved this learning outcome and
indicate whether the standard of success was met for this outcome and tool.
Met Standard of Success: Yes
The original standard of success was based on improvement between pre-test and
post-test.  Using the cumulative final exam as the assessment tool requires that the
standard of success change. We chose to use a standard of success that 80% of the
students would score 74% (C) or better.  Idioms common to North American English
were included on the cumulative final exam. Of the actively enrolled students, 88%
met the standard of success with a final exam grade of 74% or higher
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7. Based on your interpretation of the assessment results, describe the areas of strength in
student achievement of this learning outcome.
Based on the assessment, students met the standard of success.

8. Based on your analysis of student performance, discuss the areas in which student achievement
of this learning outcome could be improved. If student met standard of success, you may wish
to identify your plans for continuous improvement.
Currently, there are no plans for continuous improvement. Due to low enrollment,
this course has not been offered in the last few semesters. It is unlikely that this
course will be offered in subsequent semesters.

II. Course Summary and Action Plans Based on Assessment Results

1. Describe your overall impression of how this course is meeting the needs of students. Did the
assessment process bring to light anything about student achievement of learning outcomes
that surprised you?
Both English as a second language and native English speakers enrolled in this
course to improve their academic and professional vocabulary. Since eighty-eight
percent of the actively enrolled students successfully passed the cumulative final
exam, this course met the needs of those students.

2. Describe when and how this information, including the action plan, was or will be shared with
Departmental Faculty.
This information will be shared with the department faculty during a scheduled
departmental meeting.

Intended Change(s)

Intended Change Description of the
change Rationale Implementation

Date
No changes intended.

3. Is there anything that you would like to mention that was not already captured?

III. Attached Files

Appendix A
Appendix B
Final Exam Results
Outcome #3 results
Outcome #3 sample questions

Faculty/Preparer: Denise Crudup Date: 03/11/2014
Department Chair: Bonnie Arnett Date: 03/13/2014
Dean: Dena Blair Date: 03/19/2014
Assessment Committee
Chair: Michelle Garey Date: 01/05/2015

http://www.curricunet.com/washtenaw/reports/documents/W12 ACS 105 Final Exam Appendix A.pdf
http://www.curricunet.com/washtenaw/reports/documents/W12 ACS 105 Final Exam Appendix B.pdf
http://www.curricunet.com/washtenaw/reports/documents/ACS 105 data.pdf
http://www.curricunet.com/washtenaw/reports/documents/ACS 105 outcome #3 data.docx
http://www.curricunet.com/washtenaw/reports/documents/ACS 105 outcome #3 sample questions from Chapter 1 Dictionary Skills.pdf
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